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SAMUEL HABIB. The suirect of his father’s 35wt dociomesery film “oeliiding Soorel® the jourmalis’s yoamgest son kas comvbral palsy A sirobing

cleerrovreoepiialogrue o the Dartorol Medicd Cenler was ased e nmismre prinderas i the dlectrian adivrdy of Saeel s bririn.
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Five Lives Examined

Inclusion can be more challenging as children with disabiliities grow older, so Habib

documented not only Samuel’s lite but also tour others, looking at the impac
inclusion has on their families, educators, other students, and their community.

ALRKA MALFY. She's part of a feiret
frragram thad fully ieounes these

Wikl sigirifaomt disalndities
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RATHAMIEL ORELLAMA. Awricric, he
ey @ Cambridype school Haar's
sl el maonel for mcticon,

EMILY HUFF. Modeling o cape che
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frrtiles schizopshinida,
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Story and Phatographs by Dan Habib

Cadcain, BNH

HHEE TEARS ol | SaT ot my sonm Samuel’s

hespital bedsigle s he Ly in d medically

imduoced coma, He was four years old and

had developed poeumonia  from

cimplications Rdlmwing surgery. Samuel s

newrnlogist encouraged me to be a phatojoornalist i the
kst of moy fear. Yoo should document this,™ be said.

That same vear, | showed my docimentary, Teea
Sewnafity in a Cilture of Confision, 1o a class of high schonl
students. | created the vides in 1995, using still pho
tegraphs, imlerviews, and mysic. The leenagers liked it bat
said that without seeing the subjects move and talk. they
bizd trauble relating to them.

These two momenls pushed me ina new projesional
directiom.

| began working on Incleding Saemied. The 35-minuse
documieniary Film will be released nationally this fll,
Malking this hlm helped me fxce my fears and baases head
omn, bivth as a father and as a director. The hlm became my
odled for processing this new realilty in owr lives.

Samuel has cerebral palsy. which menns his brain has
trowhle comnidling bis muscles. He uses a wheelchair and
it &5 difficull lor him to ik Inoudiey Somae! s baili on
our family's efforts to include him in cor schoal. sur com
munily, our farmaly - i every aspect of ouwr lives. Samuel's
lele s the central thread thraogh the lm, and | sant view
ers io learn a bt about him beyond the fact that he has a
disthility. e wrestles with kis brather. He loves T-hall, e

wanls bie e an astronaul when be grows up

THE FAMILY. [ar Mabeh waidly her wate Hedsy omad blseir sons
Favevnhs, 060 (et ), aned Saanuel, 7, Phelosfaph by Sane Wheelsr

Bk Samed 15 aoly seven now, and including bt will
probably be more amd more challenging 25 be gets alder
Yo 1 alse made this flm ta barn from the experiences of
vther prople with disabilities, who can look back on the
clioices Lhey made or their parents made and b these
choices aftected their lives. Including Sarruel also doou
ments the expenences of tour other subjecds Kesth Jomes,
Alama Malty, Nathanked Cirellana, and Emily Hutll The Film
chremides the impac inclusion has not only oo them, hal
also their tamifies, educators. other studeonts, and their

cammmnifies 2% a whade

ECHOES OF A PAST STORY. !reduding Summucl really starts
200 years age. As a newhie staff photagrapher with the
Copcord Monriter, 1 shot a story on Beaver Meadow
Elementary Schaol in Concord, ene of the first elemerntary
schoals in Mew Hamgpshire to include kids with disalilities

READY FOR TAREQFF. Svenmantd srds o b fiibieer v dap defrdmal dine wefren! af dus grimalather s sea plaie as Shey preparme fora flight,
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& BROTHER'S LONE, Theer poars ago Tnelaft conrforts Saemed in dhe inferelve oone mnd af Moy Hechorek Memsorel Hosparal,

aerie] Pt ben dn a medically-iradacved coma duwdng dreatmaeer for prevemorin afier comapinmiions frrl o ioasilleotrery,

i mainstrenm clesses, Mow Sanuse] 15 o seecond L\.[[.'lllr il
Heaver Meailon, amad | ihink absaan el iom CAETY ||.|!

Having Sarmvined Fnrced e i Dowok iy Wi prepudice,
Whcn [ saw peaple whe couldn’t walk or talk, whan crep
inte iy fead [t [1||il1'|'u| tin dlwiait, Bt | ofien saw thein as
less ssait, less |..:|.:-u|:I|l.'. aind mot waerth lu.'llinl.' Lar know, Is
thaid Hoaw Lie worhl sees Samael?

THE LOGESTICS. Uik, s | haed all the mstmvation | necded
b ke a Bl Pl b do 1 do in given that 1 have o
cinematagraphy traning, no film editing experience, o
fulltime job. and the vnly video camera | own s an alkd
Somy Flandycam that 1 dom't think warks amymare?

The first sep was W raise miney. [ knew [nom previous
prodects that the best chance to make this a success was to
surround mysell with talented people. And talented people
isimally don't work for free. The granis that exist for photo
jozrmalisds are extremely competitive and have long ke
times, | asked Giramite State Independent Living, a non-
prifit that supparis pecple with disabiflities, ia he my fiscal
agend, That way, any Tunds faven fxr the prowst would be
tan deductible, Then, with ihe |'||_'||,- of mv wife (a profes
slonial fumdralser! | .'.pr&ird- fir grais to N |-|J.n'|p-:hir|;
graps that care about the issae, | raiged abowt 515000 i
seeid wrroiacy. | P years v raksed abowt S100.000,

My s at the Copcord Mosstor, cdiior Mike Pride.
approved my plas; | would take periodac unpand sabbatical
periods, sormetines o month, sometinses 8 week or o fea
iy, do wark om thee Gl | pand mgself o saloey ousi ol my
Budget to cover these anpald stretches Staff photogra-
phers Lorn Diufl, Preston Gannaway, and Ken Williams
have heen incredibly supportive in taking vver my phobo
editing responsshalities during my absences, which hove
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poiabed aboir four months over the last Thaes s

"||5.' fi 1-"'|||.|. |I|I..|r||i||||||'|.l||i'\1l |"|1|_'|1! ||'-.'|'|.\_ |||.-||'|n|_'~\.| (KIS |'.-c-|'
Camon XL1T mimi-D0V camerd (1 eventaally I'n'||,|g||r iy
a1 lowe the camera, and the or-camera 1I1iq.'hl|.1|l|us".' &}
cacelbent. Bl thes was thiee Years Agis if yin alarl & fil i
CTSTO :-Irl.l|1|_J:-' fi 0t 1|H.H.llir||;.-'.u| ]l:l,y]s dedinitiois,
| bilkel for samme 'i-'IIJt'll!.'r.lr'lI: [riesnabs fior basic shauling
Bips, bt ||.1|lM.|:r it was irial and error and rq.'|r|ng ooy
still phastograply fnatinots G composdtion. Himing, aind
relating bo the sulsects [ leamed the basic log-and-captisre
funchion af Final Cut Pro te catalog the footage.

Before | started sheoting video, | had already taken
mary =il phatographs lor the project. especially during
Eamuel's stay in the [CU and for o decomentary slary on
Emily HuH, a voung woman with schizophrenia. For hath
practical and aesthetic reasans, | decided 1o weave stills
inda the fiklm along with the video. Plas, it was a lat more
practical fn always have a seill camera with me b photae-
graph famuel than a bulky video camera. | often had tron
ble deciding whether b shaal stills or viden while with a
subject, | tended 10 e on the side of shooting viden, espe
cially if the anhient audse was interesting, Aul there were
many davs when | wrestled with the chobos and midssed
MMt &5 a resil

Bl the hardest docsions were mste day 1o l.‘hl:.' with miy
famndly. When do 1 play flmmaker? When do 1 just play
with my keds? | woubd blck oui clunks of thme to flo
Samuel @1 schoal, and 1 ired to have the videa and sl
carmeras aceisaibile al home without sbsessing ahoi nniss-
g mombents Ad the project developed, | could be muore
sedective aboul when 1 picked up 2 camera. Sametimes the
kidls madle it clear what they wanted. "Dad.” lsaah would
sy, “put diown the camera and play baseballl®

FULL INCLUSION. IV sere e wans 1, Soaeae! saf din fois FUPETANE AT el rarad ovviled ara fread winle mtending a f;-.n:'nd Ir-l.-sn'r. wal

in Concard, MH, wihore Fels pearears are comimiiied to ful! i for Seerued i the oreeranniy, famidly, ard ot sohond,

FINDING A FILM culiior was et My fest call was o ihe
office of Mlmmaker Ken Burnas, | asked them o recom-
el the Pest Frecdinaos Bl cdivon i New o, anid
they nanwed Rikk Desgres of Prehura Foares and Sound,
whar workiod with Hurms on Baselufl Kikk = an ineradible
film editir, and be also does all the audio and post-pro-
duction waork in his studio, Mosi of my budgel goes 10

i, unmd he earms evervy pennv. | travel (o his

most of our work is done by eMailing seripts back and
forth and reviewing edis together online.

Rikk snd 1 cut a mine-minute preview of the film carly
in the process. The preview helped us plan the structure
tor the fall Film; and served as a toal for spreading the
word about the progect io poteniial funders-and [ dis
tribusiars. [ saend the preview s doeens of friemsds and cod-
leagues for feedback, Pve continued 19 share the rough
cuts of the film with an expanding network of peaple,
|-1|,'|||.'|||'||:L a Tew documsentary filmimakers, and the fecd-
hack 've recetved has heen crucial o my deqisions abous
the comtent and edining of the film godng forward

[ don't have the timmse or the expertise w0 effectivedy pro-
ke The film. | J-||p|u_~.| tar granis thar woaild Rind Weh
alte e |_-|n|'|||1|'|'|r. 2 |'|||h|i._'|1'. firm, amd a n-.u'hinE ll“"d" |
hired our ace Momror page desagner, Vaness Valdes, 10
desdpn a lopo, color scherne, and all the primed maneraly
for the project | comtaceed distributars of carrcelum an
daversity or disalbility studies 10 see i they would carry the
film, Muost distributors are happy 1w have nonesclusive
rights, 3o i addition to selling the DYDY through our Wb
sitey Tl be distributing it through four national caaliogs.
Recendly | hired a college filn student to organize my data-
hase for e-newsletters and to submit Incluwfing Sampel ta

wrerrmg citieg deles. o i ol ore onlire o s | echod aeparned oo

fitmi restivals (thrmegh Withoutashaxcom, & most-ase site
fist .'.:|'-iq'i|'.le Filmwrnabers)

I all goes as planned. U1 have the fillm done by earfy
November, As 1 wrile. 'mi |_|_u_-||i||t|_ ||=.4|I:. |in .|F|-,1ru.h_||
putential broadeasters like PBS dnd sturting Lo arrange
e Hikited thisatrical -:A.'rl.tilillg;t-.

GETTING TO KNOW INCLUSION, AND SAMUEL. My hapoe s
tht the Gl will LIEL Rl the pu|1||q.- -..'.‘\.F‘n.'\.ldll:u dnyame oo
aected 1o education, ta talk abodr inclusion in 4 more
nformed and innovative way, And help them et to ko
Sammuel @t the same time. Making this Glm bas helped me
picture the full Iife | want and expedt for Samueel. We have
o suppartive network ol teachers, therapisis, relatives, and
friends whi help us work timvard that vision every day.
And there is Samucel himselt, whose smide and persistence
make clear his ovwn vision of happingss

Samuel brogghi the disability righis movement into our
home, And il came wiih a lot of questions, Can we contin
ue to fully incdudes Samoel as he gos to mididle and high
schioal? Wheat alsomii the tirnes when illnesses force Samue]
tn miss weeks or monthe of school? As an adult, will he
fimd loveef WA hl,'E:rl a ||.||'| that ke likest

| it kniow the answers b hose (TS right moa
it | knoww that Samiel boves life. He loves to |-ll-l|ﬂ'| and hie
|||'|'|_'-.. I|'||_' Hl_‘l‘ "'\ill:,_ Hl_‘ wWanls ey 'li.l_'\-rl_l |||_I wil|| liis |'||||||I|'rI
and be o part of cverpthing we do. He will teach s bt of pee-
ple, which s good becase the world has a bat to learmn,

Hinkit, who's been spmnead New Hinrpaliiee Photogripher off
#he Yeear six tivnes, i the platography editor of the Concornd
Muomitor, For dmforenarion alwar the fitor amcl fo sigrd e for
upolites, please s wvwe ool gsamaoloom,
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